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2009 BPMC Events Calendar
Updates in Bold

Month Date Day Event Venue
Jan 12th Mon BPMC Club Night Almondsbury Sports & Social
Jan 23rd Fri Navigation Exercise Fedw Wood ref, 504.1/2 984
Feb 9th Mon Club Night - Vince Woodman North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Feb 20th Fri Navigation Scatter Gordano Services M5 J19
Mar 6th Fri Navigation Exercise Fox & Hounds, Map 173,  Ref 808/808
Mar 9th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Mar 13th Fri Stoneleigh Historic Show Club Trip
Apr 6th Mon Club Night - Tony Castle-Miller North Bristol RFC Almondsbury

Apr 19th Sun PCT Dundry
May 4th Mon Wessex Sprint Colerne Airfield

May 9th Sat Mercedes World/Brooklands Trip Club Trip
May 11th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
May 18th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
May 25th Mon Llandow Sprint Llandow (nr Llantwit Major)
Jun 8th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Jun 14th Sun ACE Classic Tour
Jun 20th Sat Chepstow Solo Chepstow Racecourse
Jun 22nd Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Jul 13th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Jul 20th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Aug 10th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Aug 15th Sat CC Test Day Castle Combe Race Circuit
Aug 17th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Aug 31st Mon 2 Club Sprint Colerne Airfield
Sep 14th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Sep 19th Sat Chepstow Solo Chepstow Racecourse
Oct 12th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Oct 17th Sat Pegasus Sprint Castle Combe Race Circuit
Oct 30th Fri Navigation Scatter Announced in time for the event
Nov 9th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Nov 19th Thur Karting Challenge Raceway
Nov 27th Fri Navigation Exercise/Scatter Announced in time for the event
Dec 14th Mon BPMC AGM North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Dec 30th Wed Xmas Noggin & Natter Golden Heart Winterbourne



Monday 6th April 2009
 BPMC Club Night

Guest Speaker: 
Tony Castle-Miller
Fiat Abarth specialist

Tony Castle-Miller
 by Graham Franklin

Tony is the UK's foremost specialist, historian and arch enthusiast of the Abarth marque.
For many years, Tony - through his business Middle Barton Garage - has been the only 
stockist and technical support for those brave enough here in Blighty to own and run one of 
these exotic and rare vehicles.  His interest in the cars of Carlo Abarth has spanned 40-plus 
years and has led him to make many friends here and around the world who share his passion 
for Turin's most prolific tuner of small cars.
But TC-M, as friends call him, has not only admired the cars, he's actually raced them. 
Starting in the early 1970s, and unable to afford the heady price of a full-blown Abarth 
1000TCR, Tony purchased, developed and raced the sole surviving  Tornado Fiat 600GT, an 
insane English Abarth-esque creation merging the Fiat 600 with the Lotus 1600 Twin Cam 
engine... most certainly not for the faint hearted or fragile framed.
Tony survived the car's many attempts to hospitalise him and even had some success with the 
beast during its/his racing career in BRSCC/Osram Special Saloons, the Scottish Saloon Car 
Championship, and the Super Saloons Championship.
Tony finally sold the 600GT in the 1980s after his latest hefty shunt in it had convinced him 
that maybe a regular Abarth 1000TC wasn't such a bad idea for racing in the Historic Saloon 
Car Championship after all.
His success with the 1000TC in this series drew considerable interest from fellow enthusiasts 
and owners of these small cars, to the point where - in 1987 - Tony was able to start his own 
business dedicated to dealing, maintaining and spares sourcing for Abarths.
Tony finally hung up his racing gloves in 1996 to concentrate on his flourishing business.
That's not to say that he's stopped running Abarths, though. In fact, he can be seen at various 
events across Europe and here in the UK each year, demonstrating his 1966 Abarth 
1000TCR silenced or unsilenced - and always having a blast behind the wheel. 

 



Sunday 19th April – Production Car Trial

Our Production Car Trial is to be held at 
Lower Grove Farm in Dundry on Sunday 
April 19th. The venue is superb for an 
event of this type and should offer a 
challenge for most. 

Regs available from the club website or 
contact Tim Murray - more details later in 
Backfire

Monday 4th May – Wessex Sprint
Our first speed event of 2009, Colerne remains as popular as ever. Regs are on the website or 
available from entries secretary Carole Morgan on 01275 790855. As always, if you're not 
competing, the only way to see the action is to marshal. Marshals should Bob Hart. 
Telephone 0117 9409772 or 07799 056176. E-Mail bob.hart@blueyonder.co.uk

Saturday 9th May - Mercedes World
To book your place please ring Nick Wood 01275 833098

Monday 11th May - Treasure Hunt
Our first Treasure Hunt of 2009

Monday 25th May - Llandow Sprint 
Entries are filling up fast for our annual trip across the Severn bridge to Llandow. Regs 
available from the website or from entries secretary Ms J Pryke Tel. 07834 818523 (Mobile) or 
Email. Jpryke49@hotmail.com Marshals should Bob Hart. Telephone 0117 9409772 or 07799 
056176. E-Mail bob.hart@blueyonder.co.uk

As always we are looking for contributions for Backfire 
Editor: Cherry Robinson. By Post:  Rustling Elms, Half Acre Lane, Whitchurch, 

Bristol, BS14 0JJ. By email: backfire@bristolpegasus.com
Website WWW.BRISTOLPEGASUS.COM

Publication Deadlines for Backfire
May – 1st May June – 29th May
July – 3rd July August – 31st July September – 4th September
October – 2nd October November – 30th October December – 4th December



                               CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
By Andy Moss

Once again we had an excellent club trip to Race Retro, and it was 
nice to see a couple of new faces as well as the familiar ones. The show was excellent, and we 
even had two of our members up on stage for a quiz featuring a couple of well-known 
motorsport celebrities, but I'll let you 
read about that in Martin's report later 
in Backfire.

I am writing this the weekend before the 
first Grand Prix of the season, which is 
always exciting. This year, the various 
rule changes mean it's a bit more 
unpredictable. Hopefully, you've all sent 
in your Fantasy F1 entries, which should 
add a bit of extra fun to proceedings. TV 
coverage of course returns to BBC, and it'll be nice not to have to put up with advert breaks 
during the racing. I also notice there's a highlights show between seven and eight on Sundays 
– great to catch up with the action if you've been out and about (hopefully on a club event) 
during the day.

April looks as though it's going to be an entertaining month for the club. I'm looking forward 
to our club night and guest speaker. Then we have our Production Car Trial. This is always a 

fun event, and this year – thanks to Tim Murray 
taking on the secretarial duties – I'll be able to 
enter for the first time at Lower Grove Farm. 
Some of the first club events I entered were 
production car trials, and they're a lot of fun. We 
seem to have quite a few people keen to enter, 
and a real mix of cars, including some big 
saloons and estates, so the rest of you have no 
excuse not to come along for the afternoon and 
have some fun. The entry fee is just £7, which is 

a real bargain and the event is designed not to do any harm to your car. As always, thanks go 
to Duncan Pittaway for the use of the superb venue.

Looking forward to May, we have another trip – this time to Mercedes-Benz World. Again, 
this is a bargain price, so make sure you sign up quickly to avoid disappointment. 



Sunday 19th April 
BPMC Production Car Trial - Dundry

Our Production Car Trial is to be held at 
Lower Grove Farm in Dundry on Sunday 
April 19th. The venue is superb for an 
event of this type and should offer a 
challenge for most. 

So what is a Production Car Trial? Well, 
simply it's a Trial that you can do in an 
ordinary road car. Entrants will need a 
vehicle, a driver and a navigator/bouncer – 
whose job it will be to jump about in the passenger seat to maintain traction when the going 
gets a bit slippy. If you don't have a passenger, don't worry – you can always grab a fellow 
competitor to sit in. 

Anyone who has seen a more specialist Trial and gazed on in awe whilst thinking: "how on 
earth do they get up/across/through something like that?!" may now be thinking "there's no 
way my car would be suitable". Worried about ground clearance, losing the sump or 
suspension damage? To put those minds at rest, rather than the often heavily rutted tracks 
used in Classic Trials, the venue is a grassy field. 

There are a few ruts, rest assured that anything 
deep enough to cause damage will be marked. 
If you fancy having a go but are lacking a 
suitable vehicle, get in touch and we'll try to pair 
up any would-be bouncers with drivers as far as 
possible. If you'd like to be involved but can't 
find a driver (or still have concerns about 
damaging your pride and joy), you could always 
come along and marshal!

For further details and an entry form visit the club website or contact Tim Murray on (H) 
0117 949 9449 or email timmurray@mint99.freeserve.co.uk.

A brilliant fun afternoon with your ordinary road car
Entry Just £7 - Any car is suitable
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A bit out of (Ford) Focus
 By Martin Emsley

I recently had the opportunity to spend three days and 250 miles with a ’58-plate Ford Focus 
1.6 style and thought I might share my thoughts with you. 

First impressions? Well, the good bits: it looked stylish and the metallic grey suited it very 
well – although I thought the pale metallic blue better after spotting one on the road – as did 
the most attractive alloy wheels. I had big reservations about the steep angle of the rear screen 
and all the rear windows being tinted black (more on this later). It also looked a big car, 
almost unnecessarily large. yet all cars appear to be growing at each ‘new model’! I suppose in 
15 years time, the Ford Fiesta will be the size of  a Toyota Landcruiser – just not as ugly. 

Opening the door, I definitely did not like the deckchair stripes on the seats, but at least that 
was some colour in the drab cabin. Once installed, I must say that everything was extremely 
adjustable and I soon found myself very comfortable. I was initially most impressed with the 
‘quality’ materials around me until I noticed the cheap plastic lower door trims and realised 
I'd been used to better interiors in VW Golfs 10 years ago. Setting the mirror, I had 
reservations about the slope and darkness of the rear screen – at least the glass was a better 
quality than that found in some of the old SD1 Rovers!  Unfortunately, it had one of those 
multi-function gizmos, which I loathe, so I left well alone. Yes, do say it – I'm a Luddite at 
times. The radio was easily tuned to Radio 2 and the sound was very good. I found the radio 
controls did not need a degree in space shuttle navigation to work out. 

On the move, I was mightily impressed by the feel and weight of the controls. Nicely weighted 
steering, clutch and gearchange – that being particularly commendable, falling perfectly to 
hand and having a terrific 'feel' . The car felt solid but also sprightly and fairly nimble; I spent 
some time musing how different this 1.6 engine is from the 1600 Crossflow of yesteryear. As 
the weather was foul, wipers were required – easy controls and proved superb, clearing more 
of the front screen than I can recall on any previous car. The rear wiper was good but I had to 
have it on all the time otherwise water and dirt obscured the view, and I was struggling 
enough in the gloom to see vehicles behind. In these conditions, I was disappointed with the 
door mirrors – I got them in good positions but just felt they did not give the field of vision I 
wished for. That said, in the dry they were fine – maybe they just needed getting used to.
I did also wonder about the way the nose dropped away and how easy it would be to park. 
Fact is, it was remarkably easy, although I found a tendency for me to leave too much room 
front / back as I couldn't accurately judge where it ended. On A/B roads it was terrific fun, the 



handling was sharp and it did feel agile and surefooted for a large car. The engine pulled very 
lustily, certainly there was very little noise intrusion in the cabin to disturb Mr Wogan’s celtic 
drones. The gears were well spaced and flexible. 

What was the MPG? I have no idea – who’s counting? I know I was very comfortable, relaxed 
and confident driving it. I did find the instrument binnacle a tad low, and would also have 
liked it angled up a few degrees because I found myself having to look further from the road 
than usual to 'glance' at the instruments, which themselves were absolutely clear and effective 
in conveying necessary information quickly. The heater / air-con was absolutely fantastic. It 
got hot very fast – perfect for clearing the ice in the mornings – and magically the mirrors 
started steaming and clearing when I put the rear screen on; I'd never seen that before.  I 
found the system absolutely wonderful for attaining and maintaining my choice of cabin 
temperature, with well-placed vents allowing a large degree of control.  The boot was deep, 
but quite shallow. What really annoyed me was the water dripping off the tailgate onto me as 
I loaded up – I thought it was because I was on a slope but found the same on the level.

All in all, I think Ford have come a long way, but haven’t all manufacturers? I reminded 
myself that all the things I liked and more were available in the VW Golf Mk4 of 10 years ago. 
I wonder what they're like now, apart from pricey. So it was OK – driving good, window tint a 
definite minus point, but size and the slope of rear window would put me off having one. At 
the end of the three days, I found I was criticising some of the detail and looks, too.    

Somerset Stages Rally – SATURDAY 25TH APRIL 2009
MARSHALS & RADIO CREWS WANTED 

Minehead Motor Club and Burnham on Sea Motor Club have joined forces to promote the 
Somerset Stages Rally, sponsored by Betta Aquatic products.

We'll be running some 45 stage miles in and around Minehead, including the infamous 
Porlock Hill toll road.  This rally is a round of BTRDA rally championship, the BTRDA Rally 
First, and the Silkolene championship along with others.  The service area and Rally HQ will 
be based in Butlins, Minehead. With this in mind, we've put together, with Butlins, a very 
special marshals' package. Based on four adults sharing, on a single-night basis of B&B, you'll 
have the use of all the facilites that Butlins have to offer. Or you can book the whole weekend 
from the Friday to Monday. This is once again an adults-only weekend based on the 70s disco 
theme. For more information on the accommodation, please look at our website. 

For more details on marshalling, please contact either: 
Nigel Winkworth chief marshal or Nicky Winkworth deputy chief marshal on 
08707 449164 or email winky@somersetstagesrally.com 

IF PHONING PLEASE DO SO BEFORE 9PM.                          



The Chipping Sodbury Classic Run
Sunday 28th June 2009

Open to all pre-1980 cars, motorbikes and light commercial vehicles.
        ·       Starts in Broad Street, Chipping Sodbury at 8.30am.

·       Breakfasts available at The Squire from 7.30am. (All proceeds to the R.N.L.I.)
·       Total distance approx 85 miles.
·       Mid-morning coffee stop.
·       Ploughman’s lunch at the Rugby Club, Chipping Sodbury. 

For an entry form, please contact Anthony Bourne
3 Meadow Mead, Frampton Cotterell, Bristol, BS36 2BQ

Telephone 01454 772952
e-mail rotary.classic.run@hotmail.co.uk

 Organised by the Rotary Club of Chipping Sodbury.


