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2009 BPMC Events Calendar
Updates in Bold

Month Date Day Event Venue
Jan 12th Mon BPMC Club Night Almondsbury Sports & Social
Jan 23rd Fri Navigation Exercise Fedw Wood ref, 504.1/2 984
Feb 9th Mon Club Night - Vince Woodman North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Feb 20th Fri Navigation Scatter Gordano Services M5 J19
Mar 6th Fri Navigation Exercise Fox & Hounds, Map 173,  Ref 808/808
Mar 9th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Mar 13th Fri Stoneleigh Historic Show Club Trip
Apr 6th Mon Club Night - Tony Castle-Miller North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Apr 19th Sun PCT Dundry
May 4th Mon Wessex Sprint Colerne Airfield
May 9th Sat Mercedes World/Brooklands Trip Club Trip
May 11th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
May 18th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
May 25th Mon Llandow Sprint Llandow (nr Llantwit Major)
Jun 8th Mon BPMC Club Night Bring & Show Your Car
Jun 14th Sun ACE Classic Tour
Jun 20th Sat Chepstow Solo Chepstow Racecourse
Jun 22nd Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Jul 13th Mon BPMC Club Night Bristol Hot Rods Visit
Jul 20th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event

Aug 10th Mon BPMC Club Night Chris Hartnell Talk
Aug 15th Sat CC Test Day Castle Combe Race Circuit
Aug 17th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Aug 31st Mon 2 Club Sprint Colerne Airfield
Sep 14th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Sep 19th Sat Chepstow Solo Chepstow Racecourse
Oct 12th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Oct 17th Sat Pegasus Sprint Castle Combe Race Circuit
Oct 30th Fri Navigation Scatter Announced in time for the event

Nov 9th Mon BPMC Club Night An Audience with Whizzo
Nov 19th Thur Karting Challenge Raceway
Nov 27th Fri Navigation Exercise/Scatter Announced in time for the event
Dec 14th Mon BPMC AGM North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Dec 30th Wed Xmas Noggin & Natter Golden Heart Winterbourne



This Month

Monday  10th  August  –  Talk 
by Chris Hartnell

Chris Hartnell and his car Backdraft will be 
coming to the club night, where he will  be 
giving us a talk and demonstration.
                                             
 

Saturday 15th August – Castle Combe Track Day
As well as all the usual Track day activities we will be joined by Bristol Hot Rods who will be 
entertaining us at lunchtime.  If you missed them at Club night now's your chance to see what 
you  missed.  All  track  places  are  sold  out,  but  admission  is  free  so  come  along  for  a  look 
around.
  

Monday 17th August
Treasure Hunt
Andy  Moss  organises  the  August  event.  The  final 
Treasure  Hunt  of  the  year  will  start  from  the 
junction of the A38 and the B4227, near Rudgeway 
(MR 172/626 867). The start is marked on the map 
on this page. Start time is 7.30 pm.

Andy promises a  simple event with easy to follow 
route instructions. As the light will fade quite early 
this  month  the  event  will  be  quite  short  –  the 
emphasis being a good social night out rather than 
making things  too  difficult.  All  you  need is  a  pen 

or  pencil  to  write down your answers.   The event will  finish at  The Swan in Tockington at 
9.30pm for those who want to come for a drink at the finish.

Monday 31st August – Bristol Two Club Sprint  
Colerne  Airfield  will  once  again  be  the  venue  for  this  year's  Bristol  Two  Club  Sprint.  The 
Regulations are now available on the website.



The  Entries  Secretary  is  Andy  Moss,  who  can  be  contacted  on  0117  904  1841  or  
andy@mossdata.co.uk should you wish to receive a printed copy or want further information. 

The Chief Marshal is Simon Child, who would be pleased to hear from you should you wish 
to  volunteer  to  help  on  the  day.  Simon  can  be  contacted  on  simonjchild@hotmail.com   or 
01934 418544. 

Forthcoming Events

Monday September 14th - BPMC Club Night
Saturday September 19th - BPMC Chepstow Auto Solo
Saturday October 17th - Pegasus Sprint - Castle Combe
Regs will be available in late August and will be sent to past entrants and available from 
the club website.

Monday 9th 
November  – An 
Audience with 
Whizzo

Barrie Williams will be talking to 
us  about  his  life  in  motorsport 
with  lots  of  amusing  anecdotes 
I'm sure.
                    

Event details on these pages are updated by Richard Reynolds, who can be contacted by 
email webadmin@bristolpegasus.com or phone 07866 422138.

As always, we are looking for contributions for Backfire 
Editor: Cherry Robinson. By post:  Rustling Elms, Half Acre Lane, Whitchurch, 

Bristol, BS14 0JJ. By email: backfire@bristolpegasus.com
Website WWW.BRISTOLPEGASUS.COM

Publication deadlines for Backfire
 September – 4th September October – 2nd October November – 30th October

December – 4th December
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CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
By Andy Moss

What else can I start with this month other than our July club night ? 

Social Secretary Nick Wood again did us proud by arranging a visit from Bristol Hot Rods, 
and  despite  another  typical  British  summer  evening  (showers  and  overcast),  we  had  an 
incredible  display  of  vehicles  for  members  to  enjoy.  Everyone  really  appreciated  the  effort 
made  by  our  visitors  and  we  really  enjoyed  looking  at  the  mechanical  masterpieces  they'd 
created - the amount of work and attention to detail in the cars had to be seen to be believed. 
I also have to say that the hot rod drivers were a really friendly bunch and we had a great time 
talking cars with them. If you missed out, have a look at Simon Child's excellent photos later 
in the magazine or have a look on the web site to see more photos from Tony Smith.

The club once again had a stand at the Frenchay Car Show. I was down in Devon so could not 
attend, but Alan Spencer arranged an excellent display of club cars. Among those attending 
were the trials specials of Spence and Mal Allen, with sprinting represented by Nick Wood in 
the  106  and  John  Page  with  his  excellent  single-seater.  Gerry  Bath  and  Mike  Marsden also 
brought  along  their  Lotus',  which  I  have  enjoyed  looking  over  in  the  past.  I  was  a  bit 
disappointed to miss out on having a look over John's car as we don't see it out on our events, 
with him doing most of his competition in France. It would have also been interesting to have 
another look around Mal's Marlin to see all the bits I have done wrong on mine! 

I  enjoyed  the  July  Treasure  Hunt  –  Ken  Robson  and  Dave  Bence  organised  their  second 
Treasure Hunt, which this time started and finished at the Rose and Crown in Pucklechurch. 
The event attracted a good turnout of crews and the sun made an appearance despite the fact 
that it had been quite dull during the day. 



At the end of the month, we spent a week in 
Devon and Cornwall  and arranged to  meet 
up  with  our  club  website  guru  Richard 
Reynolds  and  family  who  live  in  Devon. 
This  was  a  good  excuse  to  visit  the  classic 
car  show,  which  is  an  annual  event  on 
Paignton  sea  front.  Sadly  the  weather  was 
not  kind  to  us  and  when  we  met  mid 

afternoon the rain had been falling all day. As we drove in we saw many cars setting off home 
already and by the time we made it to the sea front there were only a few cars left. 

The  second  part  of  our  afternoon  was  a  little  more  successful,  as  we  planned  to  see  the 
"Torbay  Express"  being  hauled  by  Tornado.  As  many  of  you  will  know,  Tornado  is  a 
completely  new  Steam  Locomotive  that's  been  built  from  scratch  over  a  period  of  almost 
twenty years.  Many of  you may have  seen the  engine on Top Gear  when it  raced against  a 
Jaguar and a Vincent motor cycle.  We managed to time things just right and had an excellent 
view as the engine steamed past - being on a preserved line meant it was not running at full 
speed  as  it  would  on  the  mainline,  but  still  an  impressive  piece  of  engineering  and  a 
remarkable achievement. 

As  we  are  going  to  press,  entries  are  coming  in  fast  for  the  Two  Club  Sprint,  and  as  I  am 
entries  secretary  I  am  trying  to  make  sure  they  are  entered  on  the  computer  in  a  timely 
manner so I don't end up with a last-minute panic to prepare the entry list come the closing 
date. There is a large BPMC contingent involved in the organising roles for this event, with 
regular  event  Secretary  Dick  Craddy  joined  by  Martin  Baker  and  Dick  Craddy  as  clerks  of 
course. Simon Child is also organising the marshals for the first time, and I hope many of you 
will make his life a little easier by signing up to help out. If you are not entering it is the only 
way to get to see the action and no experience is necessary because we will ensure newcomers 
are looked after by some of the experienced regulars. 



Escursioni
By Martin Emsley
 
A few thanks first of all: John Corfield had quite a chat to me about the Matiz in response to 
my  earlier  plea;  he  was  most  informed,  interesting  and  confirmed  a  view  that  this  was 
probably the right direction to go, so post summer holidays we will most likely start looking 
for one in the chosen colour. Talking of summer holidays, we're off to Majorca this year and 
have a hire car as part of the package. We've had some fun time trying to guess what it will be 
- I'm sure it'll not be big enough for four people and luggage. I'll let you know, along with any 
other interesting motoring-related items upon our return. 

Secondly, thanks to our chairman Andy for lending me his superb new camera at Llandow. 
You will have seen some of the pictures in Backfire and they look even better in colour. It's a 
truly  wonderful  bit  of  kit,  and  shows  how  technology  has  permeated  into  the  lower  price 
ranges. I was amazed at the predictive auto-focus - the fastest I've yet experienced in a digital 
camera -  allowing a series of good pictures to be shot even when a car's approaching. With 
the options of focus / metering, it's extremely versatile and I'm sure that with a little practice it 
would  be  fairly  simple  to  produce  motorsport  pictures  on  a  par  with  those  only  available 
professionally a few years back. 

The technology just seems to move on so fast. The downside is for general shots, less human 
skill is required so it's available to more ‘mere mortals’. It's a bit like all the driver aids in cars, 
in some respects. However, there will  always be a place for those gifted in composition and 
the imagination to get a ‘different’ picture, thank goodness. Of course, the other thing I take 
for  granted  with  digital  photography is  shooting  hundreds  of  photos  then  viewing  for  best 
ones and rejecting the rest on computer - not like the days of film and development expense, 
only to find I had shot a load of rubbish. I'm sure within a short while the same features will 
be available in ‘compacts’ (my favoured type) so I'm going to beg to borrow Andy’s SLR until 
I purchase a new one. 
 
Seems in addition to the Alfa Montreal, I see ‘interesting’ cars on the M32. Guess I only use it 

about once a week but the latest sighting, 
which  flashed  past  me,  was  a  dark  blue 
Noble  (M12,  I  think)  -  it   sounded  and 
looked gorgeous. Talking of good looking, 
I  keep  having  my  eye  caught  by  the  few 
new  VW  Sciroccos  on  the  road.  Have 
seen them in a variety of colours now and 
they  look  most  attractive.  Talking  of 
attractive,  I  saw  an  article  about  Paula 


