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2009 BPMC Events Calendar
Updates in Bold

Month Date Day Event Venue
Jan 12th Mon BPMC Club Night Almondsbury Sports & Social
Jan 23rd Fri Nav Ex Fedw Wood ref, 504.1/2 984
Feb 6th Fri Nav Scatter Announced in time for the event
Feb 9th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Mar 6th Fri Nav Ex Announced in time for the event
Mar 9th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Mar 13th Fri Stoneleigh Historic Show
Apr 6th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Apr 19th Sun PCT Dundry
May 4th Mon Wessex Sprint Colerne Airfield
May 11th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
May 18th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
May 25th Mon Llandow Sprint Llandow (nr Llantwit Major)
Jun 8th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Jun 14th Sun ACE Classic Tour
Jun 20th Sat Chepstow Solo Chepstow Racecourse
Jun 22nd Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Jul 13th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Jul 20th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Aug 10th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Aug 15th Sat CC Test Day Castle Combe Race Circuit
Aug 17th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Aug 31st Mon 2 Club Sprint Colerne Airfield
Sep 14th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Sep 19th Sat Chepstow Solo Chepstow Racecourse
Oct 12th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Oct 17th Sat Pegasus Sprint Castle Combe Race Circuit
Oct 30th Fri Nav Scatter Announced in time for the event
Nov 9th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Nov 19th Thur Karting Challenge Raceway
Nov 27th Fri Nav Ex/Sc Announced in time for the event
Dec 14th Mon BPMC AGM North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Dec 30th Wed Xmas Noggin & Natter Golden Heart Winterbourne



Monday 12th January 2009 - BPMC Club Night
The January Club night will be held at the Almondsbury Sports & Social Club . Come along 

for a new year drink and a chat from 8.30pm.

Saturday 17th January 2009 - Autoglym Quiz 
We've again managed to qualify for the finals of the Autoglym quiz.  It will be held at the 

Gaydon Heritage Motor Centre.  The team will be John Page, James Page and Tim Murray.  
 

Friday 23rd January 2009 - January Navigation Exercise 
This traditional 'start to the season event' will once again be held in the area around the Wye 
Valley. All on OS Map 162. The signing on and the start location is at Fedw Wood ref, 504.1/2 
984. Signing on from 7.15pm with the start at 7.30pm. The finish will be at a Pub close to the 
River. The distance will be 25/30 miles. Bridge tolls will be reimbursed for club members who 
use the Severn crossing. Dick Craddy promises an interesting route again this year that will 
use some 'new' roads. Beginners, Novice and Expert Route cards will be available. 

Friday 6th February 2009 - Nav Scatter
More details next month.

Monday 9th February 2009 - BPMC Club Night
Our first club night at our new venue at North Bristol RFC in Almondsbury - more details 

later in Backfire.

As always we are looking for contributions for Backfire 
Editor : Cherry Robinson - By Post :  Rustling Elms, Half Acre Lane, Whitchurch, 

Bristol, BS14 0JJ - By E-mail : backfire@bristolpegasus.com
Website WWW.BRISTOLPEGASUS.COM

Membership 2009 - Please remember to renew if not yet done
 

Many thanks to all those who have returned their membership renewal forms and 
subscriptions and I hope the new style of “only add changes” has helped to ease the task.  To 
date we have 9 new members and 69 renewals together with 42 partner members.  Adding in 
our 10 Honorary and 2 complimentary memberships gives us a total of 132 already which is a 
very encouraging number so early in the year.
 
Hopefully there will be confirmation elsewhere in Backfire that our on-line membership 
option is now up and running so it just leaves me to wish you all the very best for the year 
ahead. 

John Corfield - Membership Secretary



CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
By Andy Moss

December has been a relatively quiet month for the club, but things got off to a good start 
with the clubs AGM and prize giving. The loss of the Wheatsheaf, whilst not unexpected, 
came at a bad time, and even after we re-arranged everything for the AGM, we expected it to 
get a last minute reprieve, as it had done so many times in the past. We had been aware for 
many months that the pub could change hands again, but this time it has finally closed and 
seems unlikely to re-open in it's current form - a shame really - when we first moved there it 
was a booming privately owned business. Despite the change of venue we had a great evening 
- one of the highlights was the excellent buffet which was arranged by Nick Wood.  Thanks to 
everyone who put so much effort into sorting things out before the day - There is a huge 
amount of organisation  involved, special mentions go to Chris Goodchild for sorting out all 
the trophies and Martin Emsley and Ken Robson for arranging the raffle and auction prizes.

Just before the AGM a number of club members went out marshalling at Guys Hill on the 
BMC Allen Classic Trial - we had a fun morning and I understand the event is as popular as 
ever and was well received by the competitors - congratulations to the organising team.

The day after the AGM we had the sad news of the death of Arthur Tankins, I had visited him 
a couple of weeks before to collect some of our films, he was his usual friendly and cheerful 
self, and I will miss someone who was a true gentleman.

After Christmas we had our extra meeting at the Golden Heart in Winterbourne Down - this 
has become something of a tradition which started with a few members on an informal basis 
and is now part of the main Calendar for 2009. We had an enjoyable evening and the pub has 
a nice atmosphere, you can't beat an open fire on a cold winter evening. 

Over Christmas I managed to spend some time in the garage and the Marlin is starting to 
come back together nicely. The worst part left to sort out is the propshaft - I need a new one 
as I have changed the engine, gearbox and axle and the ride height has also changed. All of 
this means the propshaft angle is quite critical. Luckily I think I have found the right man to 
help me with this job - a company called H.J Chard on Feeder Road in Bristol.  You can find  
a lot of expertise in small workshops around Bristol - there are some clever people out there !

Having had a nice break over Christmas, I am writing this the day before I return to work, 
this is made a little easier as I only have a four day week - A day off for a visit to the Autosport 
show on Friday is a nice way to get back into things ! 



Obituary - Arthur Tankins
We regret to report that long-standing club member Arthur 
Tankins died in early December.

Arthur Roy Tankins was born in Bristol in 1922. After leaving 
school at the age of 16 he joined the Bristol Aeroplane Company  
as a trainee draughtsman. When the Second World War broke out 
Arthur joined the army and was posted to the Far East, where he 
unfortunately contracted malaria, a disease that affected him off 
and on for the rest of his life. However it did have the bonus of 
keeping him out of the front line of fighting.

When the war ended he rejoined the BAC, where he stayed until his retirement after 44 years 
service. He married Joan in 1945 and they had two children, Graham and Judith, who gave 
them several grandchildren and one great grandchild, whose third birthday was the day on 
which, sadly, Arthur passed away.

In his younger days Arthur was a keen motorcyclist, and was very active in the old Bristol 
Motorcycle Club. He joined our club when it was revived in 1955, and took part in some of 
the early night rallies in a 1946 Austin 8.

Arthur was also a keen film-maker who produced many excellent films of our club events. He 
started filming us in the early '60s and continued unabated until just a few years ago. Some of 
our most popular club nights would be the annual film shows where Arthur showed us what 
we had been up to that year, including lots of embarrassing moments and, on occasion, the 
dreaded (by some) interviews by Arthur's friend Norman Reynolds.

Although Arthur himself regarded the 
new-fangled video cameras with suspicion 
and stuck to good old film, we have 
managed to transfer many of Arthur's films 
onto DVD, so they will be available to 
entertain us (and embarrass some of us 
older members) for many years to come.

Arthur was a lovely man with whom it was 
always a pleasure to chat. His films will be 
his lasting legacy to the club, and we thank 
him most sincerely for them. Our 
condolences go out to Joan, Graham, 
Judith, and all his family and friends. Arthur on Triumph - 1968 Lands End Trial



A Beginner's Tale
by Matthew 

Johnson
My First Season!

In January 2007 I was pretty 
fed up with driving.  I was 
doing 30,000 miles a year 
and had re-named the M4 
and M5 to NCP4 and NCP5.  
When I could put my foot 
down such as three o’clock 
in the morning I got 3 points 
and when I looked in my 
mirror and thought that surely couldn’t be a police car following me because it only had one 
headlight working I was wrong and got another 3 points.  I had always fancied motorsport 
but thought I lacked both youth and cash so didn’t pursue it.
 
Then I moved house – next to Ian and Jenny Hall.  I think it fair to say Ian isn’t substantially 
under 21 and didn’t appear to have a Learjet on his drive when I first went to see him.  What 
he did have in his garage though was an astonishing collection of cars, car parts and trophies.  
When I said I had always harboured ambitions to be the next Lewis Hamilton (or, in my 
terms, James Hunt, Nigel Mansell or even Damon Hill), he politely suggested club 
motorsport might be more appropriate.  He also suggested if I wanted to find out what it was 
all about, that I could come along to an event as a marshal.  Unfortunately, the first event I 
went to was at Colerne where it felt like I was standing in a car wash all day as it rained like 
only the residents of Gloucester know.  Wearing glasses in the monsoon meant I saw virtually 
nothing but I could feel something exciting until towards the end of the day when I could no 
longer feel anything at all.  I was daft enough to go back to Colerne a second time later in 
2007 by the end of which I decided the marshals were real heroes standing for a very long 
time watching others having fun and being ever ready to clear up someone else’s mess.
 
Now as you guys might not appreciate already being involved in the sport, looking at it from 
the outside is pretty daunting.  It certainly is if you pick up the blessed MSA “blue book” to 
try and find out how you could possibly get involved.  Do I need a rollbar?  How do I get a 
licence?  Where do you get those romper suits from?  Can I make any changes to the engine?  
Should I strip everything out of the car as if I’d left it in a city centre car park overnight?
 
En route to my mother-in-law’s for New Year 2008, I called in at Grand Prix Racewear at 



Silverstone to buy overalls, gloves and helmet (I couldn’t afford the boots, too!).  Handing 
over my credit card out of sight and earshot off my wife, the sales advisor politely asked what 
car I would be driving.  “No idea” I said trying to laugh the question off.  “Impreza or Evo I 
expect”.  Of course, those were exactly the cars I had agreed with Ian would not be a good 
place to start.  I suggested all the dream cars I had ever wanted whilst he suggested something 
in class A3 and rear wheel drive would be good and mid-engined even better so my search 
was focused on a BMW 325 or Toyota MR2.  I spent many hours trawling Pistonheads and 
Autotrader looking for Porsches, Ferraris, Skylines etc, etc and then remembering what I was 
supposed to be looking for.  I also spent one afternoon falling in love with a Porsche 911 at a 
garage in Bristol.  I have to say it was pretty difficult trying to find anything in my price 
bracket that did not have on it stratospheric mileage or every conceivable extra from 
Halfords.  Finally, I found a genuine, cared for MR2 with a sensible 63,000 miles on the clock 
and an apparently sensible price in Abingdon.
 
Unfortunately at this time my wife was diagnosed with breast cancer and had to have two 
operations.  If you want to know how great a man Ian Hall is, let me tell you that he went and 
saw the car for me and did all the negotiating for me whilst I tripped to the hospital and back 
with my three children and tried to learn to cook and operate domestic appliances.  So the 
deed was done.  I had a car, licence, clothing and a 12 month subscription to BPMC.
 
Now I think that everyone who has the car and clothing also thinks they have the innate 
talent of at least Lewis Hamilton so I was feeling pretty good now convinced I would soon be 
hailed as a hitherto undiscovered driving God.  My first event was at a very wet Castle 
Combe.  And it was the first time I had spun a car since a youthful episode on the Coventry 
ring road in my Mum’s Fiat which, by the grace of God, she still doesn’t know about nearly 30 
years later. (Put rope round bumper, tie other end of rope to barn, engage reverse, pull out 
damaged panel, smile and deny knowing anything about any paint blemishes).  What I do 
have to own up to though is that throughout the season my front brakes were binding.  I can 
only apologise to (usually) Nick and his band of helpers on the start line who began thinking 
I’d got the handbrake on, then that the car was heavy, then realised that I was heavy (although 
not that heavy, Nick, if you don’t mind).
 
After a few events I began to realise that the “road going cars” in the paddock around me 
weren’t quite what they seemed whether in sleeting rain (usually) or sunshine (once at 
Llandow I think).  My MR2 was bog standard and I could only afford to look enviously at 
Toyo tyres etc.  I was amused when the chap in a car from the 1950s next to me whipped out 
his laptop after the first practice and began, I presume, to re-programme the engine 
management unit!  I guess if you really want to compete on a level playing field you need to 
compete in a single make series.  Anyway, as you trip over Brian James ubiquitous trailers, 
don’t be fooled into thinking roadgoing means standard.  In some cases, that could not be 



farther from the truth.  Now I can see the appeal (if not the bank balance) of beginning to 
make changes to my car.  I understand this is what winter was invented for.  I can even sell 
you underfloor heating and tiles for your garage floor if you’re feeling the cold.
 
At the end of this year, I finished about two thirds of the way down the list in the ASWMC 
sprint championship.  If you ask me, I’ll tell you I wasn’t trying but I will be lying.  Next year, 
I will try harder but I know that neither I nor the car can win.  But who cares - I’m on the 
Club calendar three times and I’m going for four in 2010!

 
Now I shall always be grateful to Ian for explaining to me everything I had to do to get 
involved.  I’m afraid I am totally hooked.  Only the credit crunch, 3 children and the world’s 
largest mortgage are stopping me from doing more (although I have found some credit from 
somewhere to get new brakes, air filter and, hopefully, tyres).  I’ve met some decent blokes all 
of whom have been polite enough not to laugh at me and several of whom have made useful 
suggestions on how I could improve both myself and my car.  As Ian helped me so much, I 
feel compelled to say that if anyone is reading this wondering how to get involved, I would be 
more than happy to explain to them what I did and how much it cost without them feeling 
they asked a stupid question.  You can email me at matthew.johnson2@btinternet.com  Of 
course, there are better people to ask but if we are all as helpful as Ian was, we will encourage 
and enable new entrants to the sport which is something we all need (as long as they’re slower 
than me).

mailto:matthew.johnson2@btinternet.com
mailto:matthew.johnson2@btinternet.com
mailto:matthew.johnson2@btinternet.com


Online Books, Videos, CD's, DVD's

Visit the bookshop section at
www.bristolpegasus.com

Click on the Amazon link at the top of the page. Anything you then buy on the 
Amazon site will earn 5% commission which the club will pass on to the clubs 

adopted charity for 2008 Diabetes UK. 

The Amazon site sells books, videos, CD's, DVD's etc. etc.

Does your car's paint need intensive care?
Is its interior in need of a facelift?

Then you need...

The Detail Doctor
High Class Valeting & Paint Correction
From a quick wash to a full paint correction, we can do it all

T – 01454 774077                M- 07722 415556
E mail – enquiries@thedetaildoctor.co.uk

www.thedetaildoctor.co.uk

 

Club Membership Application/Renewal now available Online
You can now apply for club membership or renew your existing club membership via our 
new online membership system. And you can currently pay using PayPal (you don't need an 
account to pay) or Google Checkout.

So if you have received your renewal form in your last Backfire, why not try using our new 
online membership to renew, as it couldn't be easier. No cheques to write or letters to send.

We are using the two main payment providers on the internet, so you can be assured of the 
highest security possible when submitting payment details. The Bristol Pegasus Motor Club 
does not hold or receive any credit/debit card details from the payment providers, as we only 
receive details that the correct payment has been made.

mailto:enquiries@thedetaildoctor.co.uk
http://www.thedetaildoctor.co.uk


2008 AGM & Prize 
Giving

8th December 2008

Photos By Martin Baker
Mike Winter presents Alan Spencer with 

the Kieron Winter Trophy 

2008 Clubmans Championship Winner 
Chris Goodchild Receives his Trophy

2008 Marshals Championship 
winner Nick Wood

Committee Roseball winner Martin Baker 
receives his Trophy from Dick Craddy

Tim Murray receives a Gift Certificate to 
mark 25 years on the committee



Martin Emsley presents Sarah Cummins with a 
cheque for Diabetes UK

Clubmans Championship runner up 
Paul Bird

Graham Harden collects his Trophy Chris Underwood collected two Solo awards

Dave Bence receives Solo Award Lisa Selby collecting Sprint Award

Jonathon Milne picks up Colerne award Toby Harris receives best BPMC Award


