BIcrira

June 2009

The Magazine of the
Bristol Pegasus

Motor Club

Cover : 2009 Wessex Sprint Colerne - Pete Goodman discusses tactics with Jonathon
Milne before his run in his new bike engined Fisher Fury



2009 BPMC Events Calendar

Updates in Bold
Month | Date | Day Event Venue
Jan 12th | Mon BPMC Club Night Almondsbury Sports & Social
Jan 23rd | Fri Navigation Exercise Fedw Wood ref, 504.1/2 984
Feb 9th Mon Club Night - Vince Woodman North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Feb 20th | Fri Navigation Scatter Gordano Services M5 J19
Mar 6th Fri Navigation Exercise Fox & Hounds, Map 173, Ref 808/808
Mar 9th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Mar 13th | Fri Stoneleigh Historic Show Club Trip
Apr 6th Mon Club Night - Tony Castle-Miller North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Apr 19th | Sun PCT Dundry
May 4th Mon Wessex Sprint Colerne Airfield
May 9th Sat Mercedes World/Brooklands Trip | Club Trip
May 11th | Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
May 18th | Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
May 25th | Mon Llandow Sprint Llandow (nr Llantwit Major)
Jun 8th | Mon BPMC Club Night Bring & Show Your Car
Jun 14th | Sun ACE Classic Tour
Jun 20th | Sat Chepstow Solo Chepstow Racecourse
Jun 22nd | Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Jul 13th | Mon BPMC Club Night Bristol Hot Rods Visit
Jul 20th | Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Aug 10th | Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Aug 15th | Sat CC Test Day Castle Combe Race Circuit
Aug 17th | Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Aug 31st | Mon 2 Club Sprint Colerne Airfield
Sep 14th | Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Sep 19th | Sat Chepstow Solo Chepstow Racecourse
Oct 12th | Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Oct 17th | Sat Pegasus Sprint Castle Combe Race Circuit
Oct 30th | Fri Navigation Scatter Announced in time for the event
Nov 9th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Nov 19th | Thur | Karting Challenge Raceway
Nov 27th | Fri Navigation Exercise/Scatter Announced in time for the event
Dec 14th | Mon BPMC AGM North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Dec 30th | Wed Xmas Noggin & Natter Golden Heart Winterbourne




Monday 8th June - Show your Car

Bring your pride and joy to club night. We have a large secure car park in view of our meeting
room so why not bring your interesting car or competition machine along? Hopefully we will
have an interesting display to view over a pint. North Bristol Rugby Club from 8.30pm.

Sunday 14th June - ACE Classic Tour

Aimed at classic cars, most interesting cars are welcome, be they classic, competition or
sports. Even if you still don't have anything suitable to join in, come along to the start at
BAWA from 10am or the finish pub, The Anchor Inn at Oldbury-on-Severn, to have a look
at the cars from around 4pm. The event this year is raising money for cancer charity The
Nicola Corry Support Foundation.

Saturday 20th June - Chepstow Auto Challenge

Following the success of our previous Solos, we return to Chepstow for more of the same fun
this year. This time, we'll be running the event as an 'All Forward Autotest' this change
enables us a bit more freedom in the layout of the course and opens it up to a wider variety of
cars — modified cars and specials are welcome. The event is about having fun with your car.
It'l not be run as a memory test, there will not be complicated routes to remember. Routes
will be marked and there will not be any reversing. We'll be making use of a slope, making
this an interesting and unusual venue for such an event. No helmet or special equipment
required. Regs and an entry form can be downloaded from the club site or alternatively obtained
from Chris Thompson on 01454 615604 or email cmtbristol@tiscali.co.uk.

Monday 22nd June - Treasure Hunt

Martin Baker's "Midsummer Madness Again" treasure hunt on 22nd June will start from the
car park at Warmley Station (172 / 671 735 1/2) at 1930. The route will be along some of the
interesting highways and byways of South Gloucestershire and North Somerset and will finish
in or near Chew Valley Lake.

Next Month...
Monday 13th July - Bristol Hot Rods

Bristol Hot Rods are bringing some of their custom cars to our club night for us to admire.
Visit http://www.bristolhotrods.co.uk/ to find out more.

As always, we are looking for contributions for Backfire
Editor: Cherry Robinson. By post: Rustling Elms, Half Acre Lane, Whitchurch,
Bristol, BS14 0]]. By email: backfire@bristolpegasus.com
Website WWW.BRISTOLPEGASUS.COM
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CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
By Andy Moss

May has been a busy month both for the club and myself.

Things got off to a flying start with the Wessex Sprint, an event that had an excellent entry
despite the current tough economy. There were a few members out in different cars,
including Pete and Richie Devall, who've joined the ranks of the Lotus Elise drivers, and
Jonathon Milne in his new bike-engined Fisher Fury - a car that was shared with Pete
Goodman for the Wessex. Nick Wood also had a go in a different car, sharing my Westfield,
which he seemed to enjoy. Cherry was also sharing Spence's new MXS5, a car that looks like a
lot of fun for the money.

Less than a week later, we were all off the Mercedes World and Brooklands - this proved to
be a very entertaining trip. Mercedes World was very professional and like many club trips
we've been on, things were made all the better by having our own dedicated tour guide, who
made us feel very welcome. I would certainly recommend a visit if you are in the area.
Brooklands was also excellent, with many exhibits hidden away in the many buildings around
the site. I took a bit of stick when I admitted to having worked on one of the aircraft in the
museum - in my defence, I was very young at the time and the BAC one-eleven in question
was well past its prime when I worked on it. We stopped on the way back for a meal and
although it took a while for the food to arrive, it was very nice when we got it - and the
company was good while we were waiting.

Our third event in a week was the May club night. We had decided we would have a mostly
social evening with the added attractions of some video on the big screen and Scalextrix for
the big kids amongst us. The films had a touring car theme, with four decades covered from
the 60s to the 90s. The attendance was excellent and the mix of activities made for a very
sociable evening. A special mention must go to Graham Harden, who wins the prize for the
longest trip to a club night, making the trip from Cornwall. He'd been out and about sorting
an engine rebuild for his bike-engined Westfield and brought an impressive piston and
melted con rod from the damaged original.

A week later and it was time for the first Treasure Hunt of the year. The weather let us down a
little and although we managed a dry start the entrants had to endure some heavy rain during
their trip around what would have otherwise been a very scenic route. As organisers, Martin
and I had the advantage of being able to avoid the rain and go straight to the finish pub - The
Swan at Tockington. We have visited this pub a few times recently and both times have had



very nice meals - it's good to see a well-run pub doing well when many others are struggling.

The day before the Treasure Hunt, I'd been out on the Mendip Classic Car Tour in the Rover,
an event that's always well organised with a nice mix of cars.

Finally, it was off to South Wales for the Llandow sprint. I haven't entered this for a couple of
years because I've been entries secretary. This year I'm going to do that role for the Two Club
Sprint so we'd planned to go away for the bank holiday weekend, which meant I wouldn't
enter either. These plans changed when my son Simon was asked to play football in Denmark
of all places, which meant he wouldn't be around for the weekend. So, a last-minute entry was
put in for the bank holiday Monday event, with our family trip away moving to the Tuesday.
Throughout the day there was a constant threat of rain, and despite a few drops there was
never enough to slow us down on the track. We ended up getting two practice runs and three
timed runs, which I thought was good value for money for the £78 entry fee.

Looking forward to next month, there are plenty more good events to look forward to. For
the club night, we're taking advantage of the lightest month to encourage people to bring their
interesting cars — hopefully we can get enough of them to have an interesting display and
wander outside with a drink to have a look around them. One of the advantages of our club
night venue is that we can clearly see the car park from the room so we can keep an eye on
them while we're in there. As the Scalextric was such a success last month, we also plan to
have a couple of video driving games and some video on the big screen in case it rains and we
can't get outside!

Another event that you might not have been involved in before is the ACE Tour - although
this is aimed at classic cars, most interesting cars are welcome, be they classic, competition or
sports. Even if you still don't have anything suitable to join in, come along to the start at
BAWA from 10am or the finish pub, The Anchor Inn at Oldbury-on-Severn, to have a look
at the cars from around 4pm. The event this year is raising money for cancer charity The
Nicola Corry Support Foundation.

Then we return to Chepstow for the first of our events this year. If you haven't tried this event
before, it really is a lot of fun for not a lot of money. Finally, Martin Baker organises a
Treasure Hunt that will take us south of Bristol and sounds as though it will take in some nice
roads and scenery around the Chew Valley Lake.

Publication deadlines for Backfire

July - 3rd July August - 31st July September - 4th September
October - 2nd October November - 30th October December - 4th December



Ramblings
By Martin Emsley

Going down the M32 into Bristol the other day, I saw a car
in the distance. Actually, I saw lots of cars, but the shape of

this one bright red one (or was it Rosso?) looked
interesting, but I could not identify it. I put my foot down a bit (within the limit...) and
gradually gained on it. As I closed, the penny (or is it Lira?) dropped - I saw the Alfa Romeo
script on the rump and realised it was a 1974 Montreal, a real rare beastie. I've seen pictures of
these before and recall seeing one at a show — this one was on the move, looked immaculate
and just so unusual. A week or so later, Nick Wood told me a bit more about these cars - very
interesting — which led to some minor research. More of that later.

Andy and I had a wizard plan for Llandow: if dry, run the Westfield and if wet the Fiat -
hopefully it would behave. As it turned out, the day looked good so he elected to go Westfield.
I travelled with him because I'd been asked to be the BPMC Club Steward. However, upon
arriving I discovered, due to a communication breakdown, that I was surplus to
requirements. Wanting to do something constructive, I signed on as media Andy has a new
‘toy’ — a rather nice digital SLR with zoom lens that he very generously leant me. I was able to
access some good spots to shoot from and took maybe 850 pictures! What a superb bit of kit.
I tried to get all the BPMC members and have to say

some of the snaps are of a standard that would only have

been possible with professional equipment a few years

ago. I was delighted at the results - the equipment did

make it easier, less human skill involved. Same can be

said of the VW Golf advert I saw a while back: the car

can park itselfl Where's the satisfaction in that? No

doubt we will show the pictures at a club night and can

pass on copies if required.

How children grow up... Well, it'd be weird if they didn't. Point is, it's only six months until
Charlie can start learning to drive - frightening thought. Her last 4-wheel transport was a
pushchair, only yesterday it seems, though she did prove to be very good on go-karts in
Mississippi a few years back. So the discussion has turned to possible cars. We pulled down a
list of Group 1 insurance vehicles - she is busy trying to decide which one would be most
satisfactory for image. Of course, colour's most important too. Whilst I favoured the idea of
increasing our fleet with a basic Cing, she seems to favour a Daewoo Matiz in metallic orange
(today). Got to be below 1L and want to start her own insurance to build up NCB. Does
anyone have some advice or lessons learnt?



