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Updates shown bold
Month Date Day Event Venue

Mar 8th Mon BPMC Club Night Talk by Martin Clark

Mar 12th Fri Historic Motorsport Show Club Trip - Stoneleigh 
Mar 19th Fri Navigation Exercise/Scatter Fox & Hounds, Acton Turville
Apr 11th Sun Trial Dundry
Apr 12th Mon Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
May 3rd Mon Wessex Sprint Colerne Airfield
May 31st Mon Llandow Sprint Llandow Circuit
May 17th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
May 10th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury

May 15th Sat TCM Open Day Club Trip
Jun 6th Sun ACE Classic Tour Start at BAWA
Jun 14th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Jun 19th Sat Chepstow Autosolo/Autotest Chepstow Racecourse
Jun 21st Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event



Jul 11th Sun Run What Ya Brung Shakespeare County Raceway
Jul 12th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Jul 17th Sat Frenchay Car Show Frenchay Museum
Jul 19th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Aug 9th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Aug 14th Sat Castle Combe Day Castle Combe Race Circuit
Aug 16th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Aug 30th Mon Two Club Sprint Colerne Airfield
Sep 13th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Sep 18th Sat Chepstow Autosolo/Autotest Chepstow Racecourse
Oct 11th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Oct 16th Sat Pegasus Sprint Castle Combe Castle Combe Circuit
Oct 29th Fri Navigation Exercise/Scatter Announced in time for the event
Nov 8th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Nov 18th Thu Karting The Raceway Avonmouth
Nov 26th Fri Navigation Exercise/Scatter Announced in time for the event
Dec 13th Mon AGM North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Dec 30th Thu Xmas Meeting Announced in time for the event

This Month
Event details on these pages are updated by Richard Reynolds, who can be contacted by 
email webadmin@bristolpegasus.com or phone 07866 422138.

Monday March 8th - A Talk by Martin Clark 
Martin has been a Clerk of the Course on rallies for 40 years, and was at the very beginning of 
historic rallying. He has a long history as a competitor.  Peking to Paris, Cape Town to Kenya, 
and  the  recent  World  Cup  Rally  in  Tunisia  are  just  a  few  recent  events  that  Martin  has 
controlled. 8.30pm Start. North Bristol RFC.

Friday March 12th - Club Trip - Historic Motorsport Show
Our annual trip to "Race Retro" at Stonleigh is as popular as ever and is again a sell out.

Friday March 19th - Navigation Exercise
This months Nav-Ex is the last one for this winter season and is organised by Paul Bird. The 
start will be from the car park of his regular 'Hostelry', the Fox & Hounds in Acton Turville, 
map ref 173 808/808. The route will all take place on map 173. Please arrive from 7.00pm for 
a 7.30 start time.



Sunday March 21st - Club Training day for Sprint Marshals
This will be both a great introduction to new marshals and potential marshals and also a 
timely refresher for experienced hands in advance of the new season. This day at Castle 
Combe includes the chance to do some practical fire practice and a free lunch - what more 
could you want ?  Full details later in Backfire. Contact Bob Hart 0117 9409772 

Forthcoming Events
Saturday May 15th - A Visit to Middle Barton 
Following his excellent talk last year, Tony Castle Miller has invited BPMC members to his 
open day at Middle Barton Garage.
There  will  be  a  Chevron  F2  racing  car,  Lamborghini  Espada  and  lots  of  Abarths  on  show.  
Tony is also providing a BBQ and refreshments for us.

"Middle Barton Garage has catered for both Classic and more modern Italian cars since 1987. 
We focus on the Alfa Romeo, Fiat and Lancia marques, manufactured after 1955, whilst the 
parts operation specialises in spares for all  classic Fiats. The cars of Abarth & Co have long 
been associated with Middle Barton Garage. Our expertise in the marque is  unparalleled in 
the UK, both for workshop and parts.  Although we get exotica such as Osellas and Abarth 
TCRs  regularly  through  the  workshop,  you're  just  as  likely  to  find  a  Lancia  Integrale,  Alfa 
Romeo 156 or a baby Fiat 500 coming in for an annual service and MOT preparation."

http://www.middlebartongarage.com

  

Please give your name to Nick Wood 01275 833098 if you are coming.  A minibus will be 
provided for those not wishing to drive.  

Sunday July 11th - Run What Ya Brung
Drag Racing for BPMC
RUN WHAT YA BRUNG... Putting YOU in the hot seat 

mailto:bob.hart@blueyonder.co.uk


How  many  times  have  you  said  to  yourself  "that  looks  easy  -  I  could  do  that!"?  Well,  now 
here's your chance to find out because Shakespeare County Raceway is giving you a unique 
opportunity. After  each timed run,  drivers/riders are  presented with a  'Certificate of  Speed' 
giving important information such as reaction times and timing data from start to finish.  To 
compete, all you need is a vehicle, a valid driving licence and a crash helmet.  

General  raceway  admission  for  Public  Track  Day  RWYBs  is  £12  per  person  or  £22  for  a 
weekend pass. Track fee is £20 per day for unlimited runs.

If  you would like to make a  weekend of it,  there are excellent camping facilities.  There are 
plenty of B&Bs nearby for those that want some comfort!  There will be a BPMC BBQ   on the 
Saturday night.  Also Chris Hartnell & Backdraft will be there for you to watch.  

http://www.shakespearecountyraceway.com/rwyb.asp

Contact Nick 01275 833098 for more information or to add your name to the list.

Possible Event - September 11th/12th
Would  any  of  you  out  there  be  interested  in  a  trip  to  Stondon  Transport  Museum  &  The 



Imperial  War  Museum  Duxford?    This  would  have  to  be  a  weekend  trip  because  of  the 
distance needed to travel at an approx cost of £70 - £75 each.  Please let Nick Wood know if 
you are interested.  

As always, we are looking for contributions for Backfire 
Editor: Cherry Robinson. By post:  Rustling Elms, Half Acre Lane, Whitchurch, 

Bristol, BS14 0JJ. By email: backfire@bristolpegasus.com
Website WWW.BRISTOLPEGASUS.COM

Publication deadlines for Backfire
  April - 2nd April      May - 30th April

Ecurie Shoestring Quiz
1. What was the model number of the Peugeot that won Le Mans in 1993?
2. Who won the 2010 Rally of Sweden?
3. What was the last F1 race that Team Lotus competed in?
4. How many Grands Prix did Jochen Rindt win?
5. Who won the 1939 Belgrade GP, held on the day Britain declared war on Germany?
6. In which year was the French GP last held at Rouen Les Essarts?
7. How many English drivers will be competing in F1 this year?
 



CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
By Andy Moss

February has  been a  busy  month for  the  club  in  terms of  planning 
the  spring  and  summer  activities,  despite  there  being  only  a  couple  of  events  in  February 
itself.

Things are coming together for the two May Sprints. Regs for the Wessex Sprint at Colerne 
have been available for a while, so you should get your entry in quickly for what is always a 
popular  event.  We  have  also  held  a  kick-off  meeting  for  Llandow,  and  the  regs  will  be 
available online by the time you read this.  This year,  we are going to send Llandow regs to 
past  competitors  by  email,  which  will  help  reduce  both  printing  and  postage  costs  to  help 
keep the entry fee as low as we can. If you don't have email, don't worry - you will still get a 
copy in this post.

We also have our Production Car Trial in April and again regs are available for this. If  you 
haven't had a go at this before it's a lot of fun and is designed to be suitable for any road car, 
so there's no excuse for not having a great afternoon's fun. Clerk of the course Mal Allen will 
lay  out  the  hills  to  try  to  avoid  any  damage  to  your  car,  and  in  the  past  has  been  very 
successful in achieving this.

If  you don't want to enter then why not come along and help out? We need a scrutineer to 
help look over the cars, a club steward to keep an eye on things and of course marshals to do 
the scoring on the hills. A great opportunity to get involved and help out in a slightly different 
form of motorsport.

We are also starting to get things organised for the Autotest/Autosolo in June - more details 
next month.

In the short term, we have a few excellent events in March. Firstly our much anticipated Club 
Night with our special guest speaker Martin Clark. Then it's off to Race Retro, which is always 
a  lot  of  fun,  and finally Paul  Bird is  running the March Nav-Ex,  which promises fun roads 
and a finish at the Fox and Hounds in Acton Turville for a drink and a chat.

Another event that  i  would encourage people to  attend if  they can is  our marshals training 
day on the 21st March at Castle Combe - more details later n this issue.

Finally, we are at the early stages of planning a couple of new events, one for this year and one 
for next - watch this space for more news.



September 11th - Track day at Pembrey Racing Circuit
Motorsports  Events  invite  the  Marlin  Owners  club  and  BPMC  to  share  a  track  day  at 
Pembrey. If collectively the 2 clubs manage a minimum of 10 cars there will be a free 20 min 
instruction session from an ARDS qualified professional instructor per car.  Cars can also be 
double driven for an extra fee.  Cost per car is £169.  

Prior  to  the  big  money  coming  into  motorsport  all  F1,  F3  &  BTCC  teams  used  to  test  at 
Pembrey.  

It's  a  circuit  of  two  halves:  a  fast  outer  section 
and  a  slower,  technically  challenging  inner 
section.  The  Dibeni/Paddock  left  hander  is 
probably  the  hardest  to  get  right,  but  it's  the 
Brooklands hairpin  and  the  Honda  Curve  right 
hander that have the most effect on lap times.
Over  the  start  finish  line  and  into  the  braking 
zone for Hatchets hairpin. The turn is very late: if 
you do out brake yourself there is an escape road 
straight  ahead.  From the  apex  you  can  get  back 
on  the  power  hard  and  early.  The  right  of 
Spitfires is fast in with the lightest dab of brakes.  
The  following  two  corners,  Dibeni  bend  and 
Paddock, should be treated as one. The first has a 

very fast approach and most cars will only require a very light dab of the brakes. Take an early 
apex letting the car drift out to the right nice and early to give you as much time as possible 
for the second part. On approach to this part either a small brake or a lift is required which 
helps a good turn in. 

The  run  down  to  the  Esses  is  a  fast  approach  and  again  will  need  a  light  break  or  lift 
depending on the car. Take a late apex and it is important to run right out to the exit. This is 
because you need all the space available for Brooklands hairpin, which has two parts. 

The first is a slight right and it is best to set the car up so that as you go through the first part 
you  are  braking  in  a  straight  line.  This  will  open  up  the  second  and  most  important  part 
much more. Getting a good exit from here is important as a small loss of speed here will hurt 
you all the way down to the final corner. There is a slight right kink on this straight known as 
Woodlands  which  is  taken  flat.  The  final  corner  of  the  lap,  Honda  curve,  has  a  very  fast 
approach and the high speed turn-in makes this corner very tricky. If you miss the apex the 
car  will  start  to  wander  to  the  outside  of  the  corner.  There  is  limited  space  on  the  exit.  

If interested please ring Motorsport Events 0870 787 2116 to book your place.



ESCURSIONI
By Martin Emsley

Having been going through some old car magazines, cannot be bothered to store them, 
anyway before Christmas exchanged some e-mails with Tony Adamowicz, then saw picture 
captioned:
 

NART's Ferrari 512S, driven by Ronnie 
Bucknum/Tony Adamowicz leads the 
512S of Arturo Merzario/José Juncadella 
and the 917K of Elford/Gijs van Lennep 
in the Daytona 24hours of 1971. Car 23 
almost won the race when the JW Porsche 
917K of Rodriguez/Jackie Oliver lost over 
an hour while its gearbox was repaired.
 

Anyway, sent a scanned copy to him and he wrote back:
 

Note: our car had broken valve springs creating the flames as seen on my site:
 
It wasn't until the 24 hrs of Daytona 1971 that I had an opportunity to share a 512 Spyder 
with Ronnie Bucknum.  Fortunately we had the assistance of Carrol Smith, who was my team 
manager when I won the Formula A/5000 Championship in 69.  I also had his talents and 
expertise available when I drove the 312P here in 70.

The 512 series was quite strong by latest specifications, the tube frame being made of 4130 
steel, almost invincible and state of the art structurally.  NART cars were basic factory 
delivered cars with no real modifications, sometimes were last year hand me downs.  Our 
1969 chassis 1006 was an early one, the third of 25 completed by Ferrari to contest the World 
Manufacturers Championship.

I was thrilled with the combination of driver and crew, until we saw the beautifully prepared 
512M that Mark Donahue and David Hobbs were to drive.  Our 512S was a short tailed, open 
roof version with older aerodynamic bodywork.  Conversely, the 512M  was a much cleaner 
design in every aspect.
 


