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2009 BPMC Events Calendar

Updates in Bold
Month | Date | Day Event Venue
Jan 12th | Mon BPMC Club Night Almondsbury Sports & Social
Jan 23rd | Fri Navigation Exercise Fedw Wood ref, 504.1/2 984
Feb 9th Mon Club Night - Vince Woodman North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Feb 20th | Fri Navigation Scatter Gordano Services M5 J19
Mar 6th Fri Navigation Exercise Fox & Hounds, Map 173, Ref 808/808
Mar 9th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Mar 13th | Fri Stoneleigh Historic Show Club Trip
Apr 6th Mon Club Night - Tony Castle-Miller North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Apr 19th | Sun PCT Dundry
May 4th Mon Wessex Sprint Colerne Airfield
May 9th | Sat Mercedes World/Brooklands Trip | Club Trip
May 11th | Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
May 18th | Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
May 25th | Mon Llandow Sprint Llandow (nr Llantwit Major)
Jun 8th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Jun 14th | Sun ACE Classic Tour
Jun 20th | Sat Chepstow Solo Chepstow Racecourse
Jun 22nd | Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Jul 13th | Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Jul 20th | Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Aug 10th | Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Aug 15th | Sat CC Test Day Castle Combe Race Circuit
Aug 17th | Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Aug 31st | Mon 2 Club Sprint Colerne Airfield
Sep 14th | Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Sep 19th | Sat Chepstow Solo Chepstow Racecourse
Oct 12th | Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Oct 17th | Sat Pegasus Sprint Castle Combe Race Circuit
Oct 30th | Fri Navigation Scatter Announced in time for the event
Nov 9th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Nov 19th | Thur | Karting Challenge Raceway
Nov 27th | Fri Navigation Exercise/Scatter Announced in time for the event
Dec 14th | Mon BPMC AGM North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Dec 30th | Wed Xmas Noggin & Natter Golden Heart Winterbourne




Monday 4th May - Wessex Sprint

Our first speed event of 2009, Colerne remains as popular as ever and despite entries being
down a little in many Sprints this year we have a good entry. As always, if you're not
competing, the only way to see the action is to marshal.

We still require a few more volunteers. We already have a fair number of marshals signed up,
but another 6 to 8 volunteers will make the duties a lot less demanding. This is an important
event for the club. We have 120 entries and all except 18 of those entries are from members of
the 3 organising clubs, BPMC, MG Car Club and Bristol MC. In the present economic
climate, this is a wonderful entry, and just shows how popular our sprints are. We need your
help on this event, and if you can find the time you will be supporting the members of your
own club. Anyone interested please contact Bob Hart on 0117 9409772 or 07799 056176 or
e-mail bob.hart@bristolpegausus.com

Saturday 9th May - Mercedes World

This event is filling up fast - to check last-minute availability, please ring Nick Wood 01275
833098.

Monday 11th May - Club Night

Scalextric and Touring Car films

The May club night will be an informal affair, but we have a couple of fun things lined up. We
plan to bring the video projector along, and are going to have a Touring Car theme - we have
film of events from the 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s, and you can all choose which ones to watch. If
this was not enough (and because we are all big kids at heart), we will be bringing along a
large Scalextric set as well, dig out your old cars and bring them with you. As always, there
will be plenty of opportunity for a drink and a chat.

Monday 18th May - Treasure Hunt

Our first Treasure Hunt of 2009. Organised by Andy Moss and
Martin Emsley, the May Treasure Hunt will start at the lay-by on the
southbound A38 between The Almondsbury Interchange Hotel and
Junction 16 of the M5 (Grid ref. 606835). Arrive from 7.15pm for a 7.30
start. An easy-to-follow route around South Gloucestershire, finishing
at The Swan in Tockington at 9.30pm.

Monday 25th May - Llandow Sprint

Entries are filling up fast for our annual trip across the Severn Bridge to Llandow. Regs
available from the website or from entries secretary Ms ] Pryke. Telephone 07834 818523
(mobile) or email Jpryke49@hotmail.com. Marshals should contact Bob Hart. Telephone
0117 9409772 or 07799 056176. Email bob.hart@blueyonder.co.uk.
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As always, we are looking for contributions for Backfire
Editor: Cherry Robinson. By post: Rustling Elms, Half Acre Lane, Whitchurch,
Bristol, BS14 0]]. By email: backfire@bristolpegasus.com
Website WWW.BRISTOLPEGASUS.COM

Publication deadlines for Backfire

June - 29th May
July - 3rd July August - 31st July September - 4th September
October - 2nd October November - 30th October December - 4th December




CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
By Andy Moss

The better weather and lighter evenings have prompted me to start thinking about getting the
cars out of winter hibernation.

First to come out was my Rover 2000. I've owned this since 1988 - it belonged to my uncle
before that. He used it from 1971 and then put it away in 1978, so I guess the Rover's used to
being in the garage, having stood in one for 10 years before I took it on. My uncle stopped
using it when his company gave him a Mk2 Escort, which never captured my imagination in
the same way as the Rover. I guess it might have been different if it had been a sporty
two-door rather than a small-engined four-door Popular.

I still enjoy driving the Rover and it holds up well against modern cars. Being 39 years old, it's
getting harder to get parts, and even some of the mundane things present a challenge now. A
good example of this is that I've always put Castrol TQF fluid in the automatic gearbox.
When I first had the car, you could drive into any filling station and pick up a bottle off the
shelf. This year, I had to mail order a crate of it from Castrol because I couldn't find anywhere
local that kept it. Even 'normal’ 20/50 oil is getting unusual, especially if you want a decent
make. There are a couple of specialist parts suppliers, but us Rover owners are nowhere near
as spoilt as some of the other makes out there. I guess in some ways it's more 'fun’ to have to
search out parts rather than simply wandering into a specialist and being able to buy anything
you want off the shelf.

Next up was getting the Westfield out. I've entered the Wessex Sprint, so have something to
aim for. The last time I used the car was at a very wet Colerne track day back in November, so
if nothing else it needs a good clean. Unusually, it wasn't running too well when I first started
it up, and a quick run around the block confirmed it was not 100 per cent. A change of spark
plugs soon had things back to normal and hopefully we should be all systems go for May.

Most of my remaining spare time has been spent on the Marlin. I've been building a spare
wheel carrier, which is a structure built from box section steel. This task involved me welding
it up - something that I'm still relatively new to, but I'm getting better. Overall, I'm happy
with the result, and whilst my welds might not be the prettiest in the world they do seem to be
strong enough. I guess taking the result trialling is one way to test my workmanship.

I had hoped the Marlin might be back together enough to do the PCT, but a few things have
conspired to slow me down, and yet another deadline has been missed. Fortunately, Martin



Emsley offered me the use of his Fiat Cinquecento. As I needed a passenger, I managed to
convince my wife Liz to come along, and since you can double enter, it wasn't a huge step to
persuade her that she should make her competition debut ! You can read what happened later
in Backfire.

Looking forward to May, we have our first Treasure Hunt of the year and myself and Martin
Emsley somehow ended up organising. Obviously it's going to be a fine event, so I would
encourage you to come out and have a go. We promise not too make it too taxing and it'll be
a good evening with a finish at a nice pub, early enough for a decent social gathering. If you
want to just come to the finish for a beer, there are more details on the events page.

Last month's guest speaker went well, and we owe thanks to Tony for his excellent talk. We
ran out of time at the end, so perhaps there will be a 'part two' in the future. We made a
last-minute decision to hold the talk in the bar area rather than the larger 'hall’ and it seemed
to work well. The general feeling was that it's more comfortable in that part and a bit more
intimate. We're still finding our way around what works best and we seemed to have enough
room even with a decent turnout.

The May club night will be an informal affair, but we have a couple of fun things lined up. We
plan to bring the video projector along, and are going to have a Touring Car theme - we have
film of events from the 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s, and you can all choose which ones to watch. If
this was not enough (and because we are all big kids at heart), we will be bringing along a
large Scalextric set as well, and there will be plenty of opportunity for a drink and a chat.




RAMBLINGS
By Martin Emsley

. Well, we got the chance for a few days away and we
went up to Cirencester. I must say the drive up via Old
Sodbury, Westonbirt and Tetbury was delightful - a
fine road and lovely scenery. We stopped for a wander

around Tetbury - didn't see anyone famous but called into The Snooty Fox Hotel for
sustenance. What a lovely historic place - the service, food and beverages were excellent.
We'd certainly recommend to anyone going that way to give it a try. Just make sure you look
at the specials boards because they have an even more wonderful selection of food than
appears on the menu. Passed Kemble and from the road spied four wonderful Hawker
Hunter jets lined up - I believe they're all privately operated. Lovely looking aircraft. One flew
over the house last summer (or was it the only day of summer?) - superb noise from the Avon
engine and it looked so graceful in flight. Don’t see many around these days, unfortunately.
But driving past did remind me that one day I need to go and visit the Bristol Aeroplane
Company Collection that's on display there.

So what did we travel up in? Nothing very interesting - just our 2005 1.61tr Vauxhall Zafira. A
very competent vehicle that doesn't feel too big and drives nicely. I love the seating position
and load-carrying ability. It's even better now we can change gear smoothly - and therein lies
a tale. They say you'll tell a lot of people about bad service and few about good. As an aside,
our previous vehicle was a Renault Megane Scenic. It was okay-ish, but the 1.6ltr, 8-valve
engine and auto gearbox meant it was a bit of a sluggard. Once when reversing, it juddered
and clonked, and later pulling away there was a definite wind up and lurch - not good. I
booked it into Bristol’s largest Renault dealer for diagnosis while I waited. I'd read horror
stories about the auto boxes and as they're electronic, they needed plugging in. They sent out
the ‘lad’ in it when I'd persuaded them I wasn't leaving it all day. He came back with the
diagnosis, "There’s something wrong with it". I left quickly and would not choose to go back.

Anyway, I had judder on the Zafira pulling away. Patchway Cars declared it okay, supposedly
test driving it and adjusting the gear linkage! Had a chance conversation with David Franklin
who recommended Paul at Dan Harford, Kingswood. I don’t believe I've ever experienced
better service at a garage. Net result was replacement clutch and he sorted the mechanical
warranty claim for us because the friction plate was warped, hence the judder. And the
Renault? Rob Gilmour recommended Bristol Transmissions, who diagnosed a broken mount,
which could only be seen when reversing. No problem with gearbox and easily fixed.

Cirencester was delightful. Nice place and we stayed in an old hotel in the Market Place; could
not fault it. As is usual for us Rolls-Royce folk, when in the bar an ex-colleague walked in now
working for another company up that way. We took a run up to Bourton on the Water - what



an exquisite place. We laughed at ducks failing to

make headway paddling frantically upstream &
whilst others calmly waddled along the bank. Of S
course, we visited the Cotswold Motor Museum. el
My last visit was on crutches - certainly a bit il
easier this time. Did notice quite a bit of
development: a couple of new buildings since that =
visit but all the cars seemed to be in the same J
places. I was very disappointed at their overall g
condition; so many seemed to suffer from
paintwork problems - cracking, chipping and micro blistering. The quality of the vehicles is
not good and they appear to be deteriorating. I was tempted to look under a couple but
resisted, fearful of what horrors I might spy. Still, there's so much crammed in you notice
something different and interesting at every turn. I did marvel at the length of bonnet on the
Jaguar XK140 and immense size of the Jaguar MkV - they must have been quite difficult to
position accurately at speed. I would have loved to try the 1931 Austin 7 Chummy - if I could
fit in, I think it would be fun - and very much admired the 1938 Riley Adelphi; very stylish.
The Hillman Imp sign mentioned a pneumatic throttle on the early cars - never heard of that
before. Maybe Rex or someone can explain how that worked (or didn’t - apparently it was
very unreliable)? A most pleasant way to spend a couple of hours, although it was colder in
the museum than outside so we eventually adjourned to one of the village's excellent tea
rooms to warm up.

Went for a drive around the other day - sun
blazing down - and saw a 1950s Studebaker
(two-door, a Golden Hawk I think) in cream out |
by Iron Acton. I've never seen one of those on Fe
the road before - it had a lovely rumble from the ﬂ
V8 as it passed by. Meanwhile, a couple of cars
ahead of me was a rather elegant 1950s MG
Magnette ZA, I think, in maroon. Now that sets

me thinking, a simple name for a colour instead
of all the fancy names of today - just how many
different whites are there? Finally got into B&Q for some wire to fix a standard lamp where
the rabbit had chewed through the flex; luckily it wasn't on at the time. Waiting in queue and
chap ahead just ready to pay when lady, presumably wife, barges through with couple of
plants. All the while she's saying sorry. Again, got me thinking - there was no sincerity to her
apology, she was just saying it, showing a total disregard for anyone else but by saying that
would put everything right. How often is this the case today? People often say 'excuse me' - I
wonder about the reaction if the other said no? Enough - I've done too much thinking. Time
to return to my padded cell and lie down...



THE CROSS TROPHY PRODUCTION CAR TRIAL
LOWER GROVE FARM
Sunday April 19th 2009 - Report By Andy Moss

We returned to Lower Grove Farm near Dundry for the fifth time for the 2009 Production Car Trial.

Mal Allen again took on the role of Clerk of the Course with Tim Murray picking up the Secretarial
duties.

This year we attracted a good entry before the day — and ended up with a pleasing mix of new and
old competitors signed on for a Sunday afternoon’s motorsport.

Amongst the interesting mix of cars, we had everything from the Parsons Trials special to an
almost-new Seat, which looked as good at the end of the event as it did at the beginning. To my
knowledge, no-one suffered any serious damage, although the cars may have needed a wash at the
end of the event.

Mal had spent the morning laying out a number of sections. We were lucky enough to have excellent
weather. We were also joined by marshals Bill Farrow and Bernie Humphrey, who helped Mal and
Donny Allen to ensure everything ran smoothly while Tim took care of the results. Bill also acted as
scrutineer. We were also joined by Pete Hart, who enjoyed watching the fun.

As usual, the event was aimed at being a fairly gentle introduction to trialling suited to road cars and
novice competitors — hopefully, Mal made it challenging enough for the more experienced
competitors. Among the first-time entrants were several who had kindly been lent cars for the event



by other club members. Cherry Robinson and Trevor Newman were out in Alan Spencer's car, and
myself and Liz started out in Martin Emsley's Fiat.

It was the first event of any type Liz had driven in and she was just getting into the swing of things
when we suffered some smoke from the back of the Fiat - I had a good look around under the
bonnet and could not see anything obvious, so we carried on. A couple of hills later we lost the gears,
and I spotted a linkage had come off. As I was stood trying to work out how to get my hand in the
limited space to put it back on, Duncan kindly offered us his Scimitar to carry on. Given the smoke
incident and not wanting to damage Martin's car, we took him up on his kind offer. Things were
going very well and the Scimitar is certainly an excellent trials car — something backed up by the fact
that Duncan had completed the Lands Trial in it just a week or so before. For a car that could handle
that, our PCT should be easy, shouldn't it?

The first sign of a problem was when we spotted some steam ... We stopped immediately and went
to find Duncan - I was feeling a little guilty that the car had done so well the week before and I had
broken it on a PCT. I felt a bit better when Duncan came over and knew exactly what the problem
was. During the Lands End, the electric cooling fan had hit the radiator - this had been repaired by
pinching up the broken water pipes in the radiator and adding radweld. The repair was holding up
well but the cooling fan had ended up in the boot rather than under the bonnet! Not so much of a
problem on a classic trial where you have some road miles between sections, but not so good on a
PCT. As normal, Duncan wasn't phased and simply took the car away and brought it back with some
fresh cooling water from the bottom of hose.

We carried on and had just one hill to complete when we spotted the temperature had risen again —
we stopped to let things cool down, which with hindsight was a mistake, we should have rolled the
car down the hill and got some air through the radiator. Suddenly, one of the cooling hoses gave up -
Liz jumped a mile and there was steam everywhere. It's quite an advert for radweld that the hose
went before the temporary repair in the radiator — perhaps Duncan could get them to sponsor him!
So once again I had to go and apologise, fortunately for me Duncan's a very nice man and was very
relaxed, but I still felt a bit bad. Sorry again, Duncan.

Everyone seemed to enjoy the event and we hope they will not be put off having another go next
year. Those of you who did not come missed out on a great day - make sure you're there next year !
Thanks to all those who helped to make the event a success by either marshalling or competing.

Special thanks to Duncan Pittaway, who very kindly allowed us to use his excellent field at Lower
Grove Farm. If this was not enough, every time someone had an issue Duncan managed to find them
a car to carry on! Unfortunately, as well as my exploits in his Scimitar we managed to damage a
water pipe in the field and even this could not phase our host, who told us not to worry when we
went to apologise.

We are indeed very lucky to have such a generous person to let us come and play — we really do
appreciate it.



CROSS TROPHY PRODUCTION CAR TRIAL
Lower Grove Farm Dundry - Sunday 19th April 2009
Photos By Simon Moss




