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2009 BPMC Events Calendar
Updates in Bold

Month Date Day Event Venue
Jan 12th Mon BPMC Club Night Almondsbury Sports & Social
Jan 23rd Fri Navigation Exercise Fedw Wood ref, 504.1/2 984
Feb 9th Mon Club Night - Vince Woodman North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Feb 20th Fri Navigation Scatter Gordano Services M5 J19
Mar 6th Fri Navigation Exercise Fox & Hounds, Map 173,  Ref 808/808
Mar 9th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Mar 13th Fri Stoneleigh Historic Show Club Trip
Apr 6th Mon Club Night - Tony Castle-Miller North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Apr 19th Sun PCT Dundry
May 4th Mon Wessex Sprint Colerne Airfield
May 9th Sat Mercedes World/Brooklands Trip Club Trip
May 11th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
May 18th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
May 25th Mon Llandow Sprint Llandow (nr Llantwit Major)
Jun 8th Mon BPMC Club Night Bring & Show Your Car
Jun 14th Sun ACE Classic Tour
Jun 20th Sat Chepstow Solo Chepstow Racecourse
Jun 22nd Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Jul 13th Mon BPMC Club Night Bristol Hot Rods Visit
Jul 20th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Aug 10th Mon BPMC Club Night Chris Hartnell Talk
Aug 15th Sat CC Test Day Castle Combe Race Circuit
Aug 17th Mon Treasure Hunt Announced in time for the event
Aug 31st Mon 2 Club Sprint Colerne Airfield
Sep 14th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Sep 19th Sat Chepstow Solo Chepstow Racecourse
Oct 12th Mon BPMC Club Night North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Oct 17th Sat Pegasus Sprint Castle Combe Race Circuit
Oct 30th Fri Navigation Scatter Announced in time for the event

Nov 9th Mon BPMC Club Night An Audience with Whizzo
Nov 19th Thur Karting Challenge Raceway
Nov 27th Fri Navigation Exercise/Scatter Announced in time for the event
Dec 14th Mon BPMC AGM North Bristol RFC Almondsbury
Dec 30th Wed Xmas Noggin & Natter Golden Heart Winterbourne



This Month

Monday 14th September - BPMC Club Night
North Bristol RFC Almondsbury - An informal club night in the lounge area. Please arrive 
anytime from 8pm onwards. 

Saturday 19th September BPMC 
Chepstow Auto Solo
The Clubsport Autosolo is on Saturday 19th 
September at Chepstow Race Course, Chepstow, 
Monmouthshire, NP16 6BE (Map Ref. 
162/524947). 

Please get your entry in ASAP to avoid 
disappointment. Entry fee £25 · regs on website or contact Chris Thompson on 01454 
615604. Marshals, time keepers etc also required to help on the day.

Forthcoming Events

Monday 12th October - BPMC Club Night
North Bristol RFC Almondsbury -  An informal club night in the lounge area.  Please arrive 
anytime from 8pm onwards. 

Saturday 17th October
Pegasus Sprint - Castle Combe

The Regulations for the Pegasus Sprint on 17th October at 
Castle Combe have now been issued and can be obtained 
from the club's website or from the Secretary of the 
Meeting - Chris Thompson on 01454 615604.

Friday 30th October - Navigational Scatter
More details to follow next month.



Monday 9th November 
An Audience with Whizzo

Barrie Williams will be talking to us about his life and love of motorsport.  

Sunday 6th Dec
Club visit to Donington Museum.  Details to follow.

Event details on these pages are updated by Richard Reynolds, who can be contacted by 
email webadmin@bristolpegasus.com or phone 07866 422138.

As always, we are looking for contributions for Backfire 
Editor: Cherry Robinson. By post:  Rustling Elms, Half Acre Lane, Whitchurch, 

Bristol, BS14 0JJ. By email: backfire@bristolpegasus.com
Website WWW.BRISTOLPEGASUS.COM

Publication deadlines for Backfire
October – 2nd October November – 30th October December – 4th December



CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
By Andy Moss

August was another busy month for the club.  First  we had another 
excellent  club  night  with  Chris  Hartnell  visiting  us  with  his  drag 

racer. We spent the first part of the evening in the car park looking around the car and asking 
questions, before retiring to the bar for a drink and a talk from our guest. One thing we have 
learnt about Chris, in the brief time 
we  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  him,  is  that  he  is  a  real 
enthusiast  and  we  got  a  great 
insight  into  Chris  and  the  "Wild 
Bunch"  class  in  which  he  races,  as 
well as drag racing in general. 

Inspired  by  Chris,  several  club 
members  visited  Shakespeare 
county  raceway later  in  the  month 
and  you  can  read  about  their  day 
later in the magazine.

August  also  saw  the  final  Treasure  Hunt  of  the  year  and  we  had  a  last  minute  change  of 
organiser  with  myself  taking  over  as  Phil  Turner,  who  was  originally  planning  to  do  the 
honours, was upto his  neck in rebuilding the 205 rally car  following the damage it  suffered 
earlier in the year - you can read more about both the treasure hunt and how Phil got on with 
the car later in this issue.

Then  it  was  my  favourite  event  of 
the  year,  our  track  day  at  Castle 
Combe.  I  started  watching  the 
weather forecast at the beginning of 
the week and was more than a little 
happy  when  we  had  dry  weather 
for the day. Once again Tony Smith 
and  Phil  Harris  did  a  brilliant  job 
of  organising  everything  and  the 

day ran very smoothly. Without doubt we are very lucky to have our own summer Saturday 
date at Combe. As usual I had some passengers come around with me and this year I had a 
few  new  volunteers.  One  slightly  embarrassing  moment  came  when  I  offered  to  take  Nick 
Wood  around.  Nick  had  to  leave  at  lunchtime  and  we  queued  up  just  in  time  for  the  last 



pre-lunch session - then right at  the last moment I  looked at  the fuel gauge which was well 
into the red - I knew I was low when I finished the previous session, but it went completely 
out of mind that I had to go and fill up. At least I spotted my mistake before going out on the 
track, but not in time to be able to get fuel and take Nick out - Sorry! I did however get to take 
my regular passenger Richard Reynolds out, as well as Mal Allen, who I was surprised to learn 
had never been out on the track during a test day - I think he enjoyed the ride - not to be out 
done Donny Allen went out at the same time with Ken Robson and I think she enjoyed it as 
well.

The other event I have been heavily 
involved in this month was the Two 
Club Sprint for which I  was entries 
secretary. Coming up to the event is 
always a busy time for all involved. I 
must  admit  I  do  wonder  why  I 
volunteer  to  do  these  things 
sometimes, but when you see things 
going well  on  the  day  you do  get  a 
real  sense  of  achievement  of 
contributing just a little to making it 
all happen. 

The event went well, although early morning fog meant we started slightly later than normal. 
We had only a few minutes left before our 6pm finish time when the last car in the Top 12 
run off completed its final run. 

Away  from club  events  I  have  been 
making good progress on the Marlin 
and  it  has  moved  under  its  own 
power for the first time since 1992. I 
have re-fitted the bodywork and it is 
beginning to look like a car again. 

There are still a lot of small jobs left 
to do, but with a little luck I am not 
too  far  away  from  it  being  back  on 
the road, even if it is not ready to go 
Classic Trialing just yet. 



BPMC Tuition and Track 
Day Castle Combe Motor 

Racing Circuit
August 15th 2009

By Tony Smith

I think we can call that a successful day….
Happy Drivers !

From the time that Phil Harris and I arrived at the circuit at 7:15 on the day of the event, to 
the  minute  we  left,  I  don’t  think  either  of  us  had  chance  to  catch  our  breath.  The  revised 
documentation sent out to all the entrants was re-worded to try to keep the day hic-up free. 
As  a  result  Phil  had  a  queue  of  drivers  wanting  to  sign  in  even  before  the  Tower  was 
unlocked. By 8:00am he had around half the 56 entered cars signed in.

The light turned green for the first session 
out  on  the  track  8  seconds  before  9:00am 
and  we  didn’t  miss  a  single  place 
throughout  the  day.  I  think  people  have 
had the wrath of my shouting through the 
loud-hailer in previous years, and as result 
it was kept to a minimum.
I  say  this  each  year  and  this  year  was  no 
exception,  we  had  a  good  mix  of  new 
entrants and returned drivers. 

Is that meant to come off?

Our  friends  from  the  Mini  Cooper  Register  brought  their  Minis  from  as  far  as  Penzance, 
Christchurch, Aylesbury,  and Crewe.  We also had a  Reliant SS1 from Exeter,  a  BMW Z3M 
and Opel Manta from Ferndown, a Mitsubishi Evo, a Caterham Road Sport and Mini Cooper 
S  all  from across  the  bridge  from as  far  as  Swansea.  And  not  forgetting a  Vauxhall  VX220 
from Salisbury who I think I’m correct in saying was the first car out on the track.

It turned out to be a battle between the Minis and Westfields. While the Minis may have won 
on numbers (20 of them), the sheer power of the Westfields may have won the battle. Several 
sessions on the track were purely made up of either Minis or Westfields.


